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INTERESTING INTELLIGENCE FROM INDIA. 


oe 


Copy of a Letter from the Rev. Dr. Fuller of 
England, dated Kettering, Aug. 1, 1804, to the 
Rev. John Williams of New-York. 


= 


My Dear Brother, 


] RECEIVED yours of June t2th a day or two ago. We 
‘ are all greatly obliged by the kindnefs of our brethren in 
New-York to the Miffionaries. We feel it, and we rejoice that 
others feel it, a work which unites and expands the hearts of 
Chriftians. ‘We alfo rejoice to hear of the work of God in 
your country, though fome things attending it have rather 
ftunned us: but in molt inftances of the kind, there has been a 
mixture of chaff among the wheat, to try men. 

We confider the miffion to Bengal as the moft favourable 
fymptom attending our denomination. It confirms what has 
for: fome time been, with me, an important principle, that 
when any denomination, congregation, (or individual) feeks 
only its own, it will be difappointed: but where it feeks the 
kingdom of God and his righteoufneds, its own profperity will 
be among the things that will be added unto it. I have feen 
great zeal for what among us is called the difenting interef ; and 
in fuch hands the diffenting interett has died. Had they fought 
more to make men Chriftians, they fhould in moft cafes have 


been diflenters of their own accord. In faét, I fee that in, thofe 


congregations where the main object is, what it fhould be, there 
religion flourifhes. The fame may be faid of Bapti/ls MAE 
the firft fruits of our zeal be laid out in making projelytesao 
N 














98 Intelligence from India. 


that denomimation, however right the thing may be in itfelf, the 
Lord will frown upon us, and leave us. But if we are mainly 
employed in making men Chriftians, we need not fear but they 
will be Baptitts. It is of great confequence to purfue things ac- 
cording to their importance, making that a firlt concern which 
is firft, and that a fecond which is fecondary. In feeking the 
falvation of others, a man will find hisown. He who is exalted 
as head over all things, obtained that glory by denying himfelf 
for the fake of others. 

I was delighted yeiterday in reading fome of our laft intel- 
ligence from the Eaft down to December, 1803. 


A Dialogue founded on fads, drawn up, with only a little variation ia 
phrafeslogy, by Brother Ward. 


BOODHEESA, one of the Chriftian natives, was born a Mufful- 
man, and brought up to farming ; but afterwards became a By- 
raggee, a kind of holy beggar. Being inftructed by his new Go- 
zoo, or teacher, he left his friends and employment, and fet off 
begging, and repeating the forms of his new caft. In this way 
he did many a¢ts incredibly difficult and painful. Hearing a 
little of the gofpel, he came three days’ journey, to Serampore ; 
heard more ; was inclined to wait for farther inftruction, and 
was at length baptized, accounting all his hard-acquired holi- 
nefs “but dung that he might win Chrift, and be found in 
him.”’?. On leaving Serampore, he refolved to return to his 
home, which he had forfaken on becoming a Byraggee. When 
he arrived, he ftood at the door, and as foon as they faw him, 
they all with weeping invited him in. He told them he could 
not go in, as he had loft caft; and he did not wifh to give 
them forrow without their confent. 

** Come in, my fon,” faid the mother, (a very old woman, 
weer) “ why do you ftand at the door ?” 

Boodheefa. ‘ No, mother, I cannot come into the houfe. 
You will lofe your caft: for I have eaten with the Englifh peo- 

le.” 

The mother, brother and wife. Well, but cannot you come 
in?” 

Boodheefa. ‘No, 1 will not come in; but if you will come 
and fit out, I will tell you what I have done, and why I have 
done it.”” 

The family. ‘Come, then, let us go and fit in the cow- 
houfe.”’ 

Boodheefa. (Sitting with his friends around him in the cow- 
houfe.) “ You all know that I have never done any thing, but 
for'the beft. It was to feek my good that 1 became a Byrag- 
gee; and therefore you may be aflured that what I have now 
done has beén to fecure my falvation.” 
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Mother. ‘ Well, my fon, let us hear.” 

Boodheefa. ‘* You know that I have wandered up and down 
in fearch of the true way. Iforfook the world, 1 became a 
Byraggee. I have obtained my food by begging. I have re- 
peated the name of God continually. I have vifited different 
holy places. I have performed the Bromha Sadon.* I have 
performed the Soorja Sadon, and for 12 months, 12 hours eve- 
ry day fixed my eyes on the blazing orb, till I became blind, 
and my face, as black as ink, was dried up. You know I then 

rformed the Chundes Sadon§ to recover my fight and to ob- 
tain fome fruit for my foul. LBefides thefe, 1 have done other 
very fevere and terrific aéts, called holinefs: but all was in 
vain. I continued a flave to fin, and my mind was deftitute of 
happinefs. At length I heard of there being a new way 
preached at Serampore. I have been ‘there, and have heard 
glad tidings: that Jefus Chrift came into the world and bare 
the punifhment due to finners. This is a great word, and it 
has filled my foul with hope and joy. Hence, I have laid afide 
the proud thoughts of making amends for my own tranfgref- 
fions. I make my refuge in his death, and confider all my 
own holinefs as a heap of fin. I have been baptized in his 
name. If I can believe in him and obey his commands, I fhall 
get over my everlafting ruin. If you can unite with me in be- 
coming the difciples of Chrift, then I fhall find my home, 
my mother, my brother, my wife and a Saviour, all at once : 
but if you cannot, then I will abide by my Saviour, and go ev- 
ery where proclaiming his name. If I die in the work, under 
a tree or any where elfe, verily it fhall then be well with 
me.” 

Mother. “ My fon, I am now become old. In looking 
round me, I fee only you and your brother and fifters. 1 fee 
no world below but you. If you have found this good news, 
well. Let your brother go with you and fee and hear ; and if 
he find things fo, and a Saviour has died for us, why may not 
we be baptized and fhare in the benefit ?” 

Sadufta. (the brother) “I will go to Serampore with you. 
I had thought of ftaying at home and remaining unmarried, to 
nourifh my mother till her death, and then of becoming a By- 
raggee, that, having left the world at death, I might obtain fal- 
vation. But now I will go with you and hear about Yefu 
Khreeft.” 

Mother. “Well, fon, let us go in, you muft eat with us ; 
why fhould you ftay out? Are you then of a different caft from? 
your own mother ?”’ 


* Worship paid to Bromha. 
§ The worship of the Moon, by fixing the cyes on its shadow as 
seen in the water, &c. 
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They leave the cow-houfe, and at the voice of maternal lave, 
at the call of the gofpel, and in fpite of the interdictions of the 
infernal caft, they eat and drink together, faying one to another, 
“Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and fee this thing 
which is come to pafs, which the Lord hath made known un- 
to us !” 

I have copied the above as a fweet morfel for you and the 
dear Chriftian friends about you. My hands are very full 
with Miffionary labours. I have been out on that bufinefs the 
two laft months. I with 1 could get time to write Dr. Rogers. 
Remember me affectionately to Dr. Miller, Dr. Mafon, and all 
thofe dear friends, Smith, Chaldwell, &c. whofe houfes and 
hearts were open to our dear young people. We had many 
fears for them ; but we blefs.God that hitherto he hath help- 
ed us. 

I am your affectionate brother, 
A. FULLER. 








THE SMALL STILL VOICE HEARD. 


— + oe 


Copy of a Letter from a Female, belonging to the 
Society of Friznps in Salem, addrefled to the 
Baptift Church in that town, the day following 
the Ordination of the Rev. Lucius Bolles. 


To THE RELIGIOUS BRETHREN AND SISTERS OF THE Baptist 
Sociery. 
My endeared Friends, 


ONDER not that I addrefs you after this manner. Bo- 
ing an entire {tranger to all your perfons, and even a 
ftranger as to any outward knowledge of your principles, any 
further than fcripture and the fecret movings (I trult) of di- 
vine love have drawn my foul towards you asa fociety: Be- 
lieving that the Lorp, the Micuty Gop, is about to draw ma- 
ny fouls from the vanity of this world ; and to enable them to 
rejoice in his fovereign and free grace: In redeeming fome of 
the greateft finners on purpofe for his own glory: And that I 
may be one of the happy number that may be led by the 
leading arm of divine power, is the earneft breathing of my 
foul (ofterer than the morning) unto him. 
I was educated in the f{tricteft line of moral condu& among 
the people called Quakers ; and for the moft part of my time f 
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have endeavoured to attend to the ftriéteft morals therein. But 
for a number of years I have believed that true religion is far 
deeper than morals. It is two or three years fince I was unex- 
pectedly drawn towards the Baptifi way. But I often reafon- 
ed aftér this fort in my mind, how is it potfible that 1] fhall ever 
fee or converie with one of this people ? for there is not one in 
this town as 1 know of, and my fituation in life prevents me 
from feeing any elfewhere. Often in fecret retirement have I 
poured out my cries to Almighty God, befeeching him to make 
known to me the way that was well-pleafing in his fight. But 
ftill I did not dare to mention the views of my mind to any 
mortal, for fear of being cenfured by the Society I was brought 
up amongtt, as I know I fhail be. O how great is the crofs ! 
and yet it appears to me that I muft take it up. O, faith my 
foul, great is the work, and glorious is the caufe that the faith- 
ful followers of the dear Son of God muft be engaged in. 
But O thou Almighty Leader, I believe thou art able and wil- 
ling to lead aright all thofe who put their whole truft in thee. 

Although | am as it were chained in domettic life, and my 
trials outwardly exceeding ‘great, yet my {pirit (I hope truly) 
often travels on with thofe whofe chief defire is to giorify God. 

When I firtt heard of your Society’s coming into this town, 
my heart feemed to be animated. But ftill 1 muft own that I 
remained in the fpirit of Nicodemus, until I was brought upon 
a fick bed, and viewed myfelf upon the borders of eternity. O 
then I made promifes ({ftul in fecret) that if it would pleate 
God to {pare me a little longer I would be faithful to his com- 
mands. He was pleafed to grant my requeft, I hope for his 
own glory. But as I am yet much infirm in body, and at 
times unable to go abroad, therefore 1 have made bold to 
write to you in a broken manner, hoping that you will not be 
offended. But my defire is that fome of the religious minded 
of your fociety will condefcend to make me a vilit, if you 
think me worthy of your notice, and bring me fome books, par- 
ticularly on Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper ; for I never read 
in one of your books (excepting a {mall hymn-book) in my 
life. Nor did I ever converfe with any of your fociety, except- 
ing a few words one day with your friend Grover. I conclude 
he will remember where | live. 

So I defire to be your fincere friend in the Lord, 


M— F—, wife of E— F—. 


P. S. I hope you will excufe my boldnefs and condefcend 
to an{wer me {oon, either by writing, or in perion. 


Salem, Fanuary 10, 1805. 
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‘THE ISLES SHALL WAIT FOR HIS LAW. 


—— + oe 


Extract of a Letter from Rev. Mr. Cafe to the 
Chairman of the Maflachufetts Baptift Mifliona- 
ry Society, dated Reedfield, Auguft 12, 1804. 


Honoured and very dear Friend, 


SET out on a Miflionary tour on the 7th of June, and re- 

turned to my family the 30th of July. Whilft on my vifit, 
I preached in 12 towns, and in the whole about forty times. 
I baptized 6 perfons upon Fox-Ifland, 6 at North-Port, 12 in 
Caftine, and 48 in Iflefborough (or Long-Ifland). In 
the whole 72. I attended the ordination of Brother John 
Hains. I attended one funeral, and adminiftered the Lord’s 
Supper five times. 

In a former letter I have given a {mall fketch of the reforma- 
tion on Long-Ifland, which hath been pretty general through 
the place, and very wonderful in its operations. One man 
about 45 Or 50 years of age, who had been very far from re- 
ligion, by a few words that were f{poken to him about his foul, 

was ftruck with a numbnefs and trembling through his whole 
frame. He remained much in this fituation for feveral days. 
He felt fo diftreffed at his heart, that he thought fome bodily 
diforder had feized him. Means were ufed for his relief, but 
all in vain. The wound was too deep, and the diforder of 
fuch a nature, that outward means could do him no good. 
But he that gave the wound, was gracioufly pleafed to heal it. 
The change is very vifible to all who are acquainted with 
him. 

Some others have been ftruck down to the ground ; fearce a 
fymptom of life was perceivable, only that they breathed. 
When they were able to fpeak, they would be either lamenting 
their loft ftate by fin, or praifing the Lord for their deliverance, 
for what he had done for their fouls. Thefe extraordinary 
exercifes were chiefly over before my laft vifit with them. 

When thefe circumftances were reported to me, they gave 
me a degree of concern to know how 1 ought to conduct 
among them. I expeéted to find them under great bodily agi- 
tations, and influenced by a zeal not according to knowledge. 
But I was agreeably difappointed when I came to fee and con- 
verfe with them. I found them folemn, calm, deliberate, and 
adorned with Chriftian meeknefs. During my ftay with them, 
I attended a number of conferences, and heard as many as 60 
or 70 tell their experiences. In general they gave evidence 
that they had been taught by the Spirit of God. They de- 
clared that they were brought to fee and feel, that their hearts 
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as well as their lives were finful: that it would have been jult 
in God to have condemned them forever, and to have left 
them to endure the confequences of fin in a ftate of banifhment 
from his prefence: that their falvation wholly depended on the 
free, unmerited, fovereign, electing love of God. ‘The word and 
ordinances were much bleffed to them, for their eftablifhment 
and growth in religion. O how neceffary it is that the truth 
fhould be preached pure and unadulterated, and the ordinances 
adminiftered as they are delivered to us in the New Teftament. 
Where the Lord is pouring out his Spirit, not a carnal fmile 
have I obferved upon any one’s countenance at the adminittra- 
tion of baptifm. On Long Ifland, their eyes and ears were all 
attention to what was faid and aéted. Truly thefe feafons 
were melting, folemn, and refrething, for the Lord by his Spi- 
rit was there. 

At the clofe of my vifit in this Ifland I was called to baptize 
a man, who we have reafon to believe experienced a change 
more than twenty years ago, in Bridgewater. His life had giv- 
en evidence to others that he was a Chriftian, but unbelief had 
kept him from his duty until now. During the adminif- 
tration of the ordinance, a young man was ftruck down in great 
diftrefs for his foul, and continued proftrate on the fhore until 
after the baptifm ; and we had prayed and fung a hymn before 
he rofe. ‘The impreffions I hope will continue until they end 
in faving converfion. The bleflings beftowed on the people 
where I have been, the comfort I have enjoyed, is beyond what 
my pen can defcribe. Our meetings have been refrefhing, and 
our parting feafons affecting. O tor a humble and thankful 
heart ! 

I can only beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf yours, &c. ic. 


i 2S a 


Letter addrefled to the Committee of the Truf- 
tees of the Maflachufetts Baptift Miflionary So- 
ciety, from the Rev. Mr. Roots. 


(Continued from p. 79, No. 3.) 


Beloved Fathers and Brethren, 


CCORDING to the requeft of the committee, I now 
cheerfully tranfmit to you fome information concerning 
my miffion. 

July 22d, 1804. The Lord’s day after I wrote to the Sec- 
retary of the Society, I preached twice at Penemaquan to a 
crowded, and an attentive audience, and then returned to Moofe 
land, and preached again. 
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July 23d. Preached my farewel fermon at Eaftport, and 
had a very affectionate parting with Chriftian friends in that 
piace, never expecting to fee their faces any more in time, but 
hoping, through grace, to meet them in manfions above. 

july 24th. Preached twice at Denny{ville. The people ap- 
peared gladly to receive the word. I now purfued my journey, 
and attended to the appointments, which I had previoufly made, 
until [ came to Penobfcot river. 1 then went up this river 
fome ways above Old Town, preaching in almoft every place, 
till I was informed there were not more than half a dozen 
houfes above the fettlement where I was. I then returned to 
Orrington, and from this place, [ went up a branch of the Pe- 
nobicot called Kendufkeeg, to a fettlement called Ohio. I 
preached only one fermon at Ohio; but fhould have been glad 
to have tarried fome days in this place. A number here hope 
they have lately been brought to know the truth, and a few 
have-been baptized, fome time ago, by Elder Parmer. Others 
have fince been attending to the Bible, till they are fully con- 
vinced that this ordinance is binding’ on believers, as the only 
proper fubjects. On my way, 1 met one man from this fettle- 
meat, who told me, that he and his wife had been twice 
through the New Teltament, on purpofe to learn their duty 
with regard to this inftitution, and that they were now fully 
convinced, and he wifhed me to ftay and baptize them ; but he 
could not be at home the day I was to be there, and my ap- 
pointments were fuch, that I could not ftay. 

I think there is fome profpeét, that a gofpel church may 
foon arife in this place, and may the Lord fend fome faithful 
fhepherd to feed thefe lambs. 1 returned from this fettlement, 
and attended to the appointments which I had made on my 
way, and at Bangor. ‘Then crofled the river and put up, Sa- 
turday night, Auguft tith, at the houfe of Dr. E. Skinner. 
(More unwell by reafon of a fevere cold, than I have been at 
any other time fince I left Bofton,) This good man’s houfe 
has been my head quarters for a week paft. He and his wite 
both appear to be real Chrittians of an amiable difpofition. I 
fuppofe, that it is more than eight years fince his converfion. 
But | underftood, that ten or twelve years ago, he was an in- 
fidel m principle. Such a change is a ftriking evidence of the 
reality and importance of the Chriflian religion. 

Auguit 12th, Lord’s day, preached twice at Orrington, 
where I had preached the Sabbath before. After this, 1 pur- 
fued my journey to the Coos, and on my way preached at Col- 
lege-town, Vaflalborough, and Hallowell. Here I was kindly 
received by Mr. Gillet, their minifter. I then vifited Fayette, 
Dickstield, Bethel and Gilliad or Peabody’s patent. My next 
yilit was at Shelburne in the State of New-Hampfhire. Here 
} meant to tarry only one night ; but upon their earnelt requeft 
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I tarried with them three, and preached five fermons in the 
place. Some minds appeared very tender, and fome, I trult, 
felt that Chriftian love, which the world never knew. 

Auguf 27th. Preached in Durand to about twenty-three 
perions, befides children, nearly all in the place. ‘The next 
day I preached at Jefferfon, and the day following at 
Lancafter, in the Coos country. I tarried in thefe parts un- 
til the 24th of September. There is no fettled minifter of any 
order on Connetticut river in New-Hampfhire above Haver- 
hill, except Mr. Willard of Lancafter. And when I was 
there, he was gone a journey. There is great want of preach- 
ing, likewife, in many places on the Vermont fide of the river. 

[ preached in Jefferfon three fermons, attended a church con- 
ference, and broke bread to the church. ‘They wifh to obtain 
a minifter to fettle with them. Some of their members live in 
Lancafter, where I preached in the meeting-houfe, and in 
other parts of the town eight fermons, and baptized a woman, 
who was received into the church at Jefferion. I preached 
two fermons in Northumberland, one in Stratford, three in 
Dalton, and baptized a man, and gave him a certificate of his 
baptifm, as there is no church in that place. I preached four 
fermons in Littleton and fix in Lyman; in thefe places, e/pecial- 
Ty in Lyman, the hearers were numerous and very attentive. 
[ alfo preached twice in Bath. On the Vermont fide, I 
preached at Brunfwick, Maidftone, Guildhall, Grandby, Wa- 
terford, St. John{fbury, Barnet, and Rygate. 

Before I take leave of Coos, I would jult obferve, that the 
people in this country ftand in great need of fome prudent, pi- 
ous teachers, found in doétrine, as they are greatly expofed to 
error. If Elder Tripp were to make them a vilit, he would be 
kindly received, and, I think, might be very u/eful. I often 
heard him fpoken of with refpect. 

Leaving this country, I fteered my courfe for the river La 
Moelle, and Onion river, preaching as I paffed from place to 
place. But after leaving Onion river, I did not ftop to 
preach till I came to Pawlet, where I attended the Vermont 
Affociation, O&ober 3d and 4th. Here [ had a very agreeable 
interview with Chriftian friends; and heard good news from 
feveral of the churches. I now purfued my journey with fo 
much fpeed, that | preached but eight fermons more, until I 
arrived at home, October 1gth, and had the pleaiure of feeing 
my family all together once more, and in comfortable health. 
“ Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and all that is within me ; ble/s the Lord, 
O my foul, and forget not all his benefits.” 

I tarried with my family three days, and made fome necef- 
fary arrangements for their comfort ; bnt in the mean time, [ 
fupplied a deftitute people on the Sabbath. Then leaving my 
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dear companion with our three little daughters, I have been 
eonttantly riding and preaching in the counties of Chenango, 
Oneida, and Onondaga, fo that i have not been at home two 
nights together, nor but three nights in all fince the 22d of 
October. Nor do I expec to be at home more than two or 
three nights more between this time, and next March. I have 
vifited fixteen townthips in thefe counties: In fome of them 
are no churches ; in others are {mall churches, but the moft of 
them are deltitute of minifters. ‘The more I travel in thefe 
new fettlements the more | fee and feel, that the harve/ft, truly, is 
plenteous, but the labourers are few. 

Nov. sth. I preached to the Indians in Brothertown. Re- 
ligion here, at prefent, is at a low ebb ; however, fome of the In- 
dians appear to be real Chriftians. 

Nov. 11th. Preached and broke bread to a fmall church in 
Fabius; and the next day baptized two women in this place ; 
who with great compofure defcended into the cold and wa- 
tery grave, and, I truft, like the Eunuch, have gone on their way 
rejoicing. 

The iteafon here has been uncommonly wet, and it is very 
bad getting about in this new country ; but the people have ufu- 
ally attended from about thirty, to fifty or fixty, at an evening 
meeting. They often requeft me to come again, and they fre- 
quently manifeit their thanks to the Society. 

It is now one hundred and eighty-five days fince I was ap- 
pointed a Miflionary. During my miffion I have preached two 
hundred and fifteen times ; adminiftered the Communion Sup- 
per twice; baptized eight perfons; attended feveral confer- 
ences, and two funerals ; vifited anumber of families, and fome 
fick people. 

I have been favoured with good health, been lefs troubled with 
nervous complaints, and enjoyed a more comfortable ftate of 
mind this autumn, than I have any year, at this feafon, for fev- 
eral years pail. 

I expect in a fhort time, if the Lord will, to fet off for the 
Genefee country, Holland purchafe, Niagara, and Upper Canada. 

I defire your prayers, that [ may be clothed with humil- 
ity, be made prudent and faithful ; for | feel that I am very lhia- 
ble to err. 

Beloved Fathers and Brethren, may God blefs you and the 
Society at large ; and may his kingdom come and will be done 
on earth, as itis in heaven. So prays your affectionate friend 


and brother, 


PETER PHILANTHROPOS ROOTS. 


County of Onondaga, 
State of New-York, 
Nov. 30, 1804. 
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MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


ear emre te 


Further Account of Rev. Mr. Cafe’s Miffion in the 
Diftrié of Maine, extracted from a Letter of his 
to the Secretary of the Society, dated at Reed- 
field, January 8th, 1805. 


My very pear Brotuer, 


CONCLUDE by this time you may wifh to hear from me, 

and know whofe field I have been glaning i in. I with | 
could give you a better account of myfelf, than I am able to at 
prefent. 

I fet out on my Miflionary tour, the 14th of October. _Preach- 
ed two fermons in Auguita the fame day, and a lecture the 
‘Tuefday following. Then fet my face towards the Iflands of 
the fea, and on my way thither preached leures on the even- 

ings. One of theie was in Davistown. Here the Lord hath 
revived his work. Ten or twelve are hopefully converted. 
Vhey keep up meetings among themfelves. ‘here appears an ex- 
ternai reformation ¢ generally inthe place. We hada charming 
mecting. omy greatly need help. 

On Friday, | got to Northport ; and although it was night, 
notice was foon given, the neighbours gathered in, and we had 
ameeting. On Saturday cr offed the Bay over to Long-lIiland ; 
found the Church met, in conference, waiting my coming. 
The feafon was agreeable. ‘The next day we met in their new 
Meeting-houle, R so outlide of which is nearly finilhed. Brother 
Pilfbury preached firfl, and I immediately after him. Then 
adminiitered baptilm to fix perfons, and after re ceiving the meni- 
bers into the Church, adminiltered the Lord’s Supper to them. 
After preaching feveral lectures here, I went to Fox-ifland, 
where | preached four times, baptized four perfons and admin- 
iftered the Lord’s Supper. “Taking affection: " leave of them, 

many of whom I left in tears, I returned to Long-Ifland and 
preached three times, and then croffed over to Caltine, where 
J tarried two Lord’s days, and baptized five. Elder John 
Haynes being prefent, we thought it advifeable that thefe with 
others fhould be embodied into a church, which was done 
on Saturday, the gth of November. The next day the Lord’s 
Supper was admini(tered to them, being eighteen in number : 
a little handful of defpifed, folemn, loving difciples. I return- 
ed and preached again at Long- Ifland and North-Port. 

If it be neceflary to make any apology for tarrying fo long 
in thefe parts, all that I am able to fay upon the fubjeé is this, 
the call for labour appears great at prefent, to fet in order 
things that are wanting. I have adminiftered the ordinance of 
baptifm to twenty-five. Two of them are young men by the 
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names of Henry Hale, and Thomas Perkins. ‘They are at prefent 
ftudying with the Rev. Mr. Merrill of Sedgwick, with a view 
tothe minifiry. It will be natural for you to inquire, what ef- 
feé&t it has upon Mr. Merrill, his Students becoming Baptifts. I 
will juft fay, I have made him a fhort vifit, and find him fully 
convinced of believers’ baptifin by immerfion. 

The people on Long-liland being defirous for my tarrying 
longer, [ thought it duty to return and fpend a fecond Lord’s- 
day with them. On Saturday we had a conference meeting, 
feveral came forward and told their experiences ; and a precious 
time it was. ‘lhe next.day after preaching from Aé@ts ii. 42, 
baptized 4. They with feveral others joined as members of 
the church, after which we joined in fweet communion at the 
Lord’s table. ‘They were very thankful for this vifit. 

Having done all, as I thought, that my Mafter had for me to 
do in this place at this time, I took my leave again of the breth- 
ren, expecting to depart on the morrow. But when the time 
came, I was prevailed upon to ftay one day longer, as there 
was a number that could not let me go, until they had done 
their duty. Accordingly a le@ure was appointed, and after 
preaching feveral told what the Lord had done for their fouls. 
The next t day five were baptized. 

] cannot clofe until I mention one or two inftances which ap- 
pear fomewhat remarkable. One is of a man who fet out on a 
voyage to the Welt Indies, juft before the awakening began upon 
this lfland. His wife was very anxious about his falvation whilft 
he was abfent. When he returned, he firft went to Bolton, 
where he tarried over the Lord’s-day. ' He was prevailed upon 
to go and hear Mr. in the forenoon, but feeling diffatisfied, 
he thought he would go and hear Mr.—— in the afternoon, 
and when, dear Sir, you came to your application, God applied 
his word to his heart. He returned home, and was brought to 
embrace the Saviour ; and he and his wife were both baptized 
and joined the church together. 

The other inftance that I fhall mention is, of a2 young mar 
who was abfent in the time of the awakening. When he re- 
turned he could not find any of his former companions to join 
with him in carnal mirth, but their difcourfe was upon religion. 
They reminded him of the need he ftood in of the fame. He 
became greatly enraged ; curft and {wore bitterly, and faid, “ he 
had rather be in 4e// than to be among them!” But God, who 
gracioufly prevents the finner’s miferable choice, turned him 
about, and I had the pleafure of baptizing him. I truft he isa 
true penitent. 

Wednefday evening I croffed the bay over to North-Port. 
Preached on Thankfgiving day, from Pfalm cvii. 8. This was 
the firft Thankfgiving fermon that was ever preached in the 
town. It was truly a blefled time. Here I adminiftered bap- 
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tifm to two perfons. One of them was a young man who fol- 
lowed the feas. His former life had caufed great anxiety to a 
pious mother. He was awakened by hearing one of his young 
{hip-mates afk a blefling over his food. The other was a wo- 
man, who makes the ninth daughter of one pious woman, that 
I have baptized. Two of them are fallen afleep. Being de- 
tained by a rain ftorm, I preached the following evening. It 
was very dark, yet numbers waded through mud and water to 
hear the precious word. From this I came to Camden, where 
I preached four times: May God fend a reformation among 
them. Having finifhed my propofed tour I returned home. 
And by the bletling of God found all well. 

In this tour I have baptized thirty-fix perfons, and adminifter- 
ed the Lord’s Supper four times. Within about fourteen 
months I have baptized upwards of one hundred and fifty per- 
fons upon the I{lands of the Sea, and in the towns adjoin- 
ing. ‘I'wo new churches have been planted, and confidzrable 
additions to two more. It is the Lord’s doings, and it is mar- 
vellous in our eyes. 

I have lately returned from a journey up Sandy and Kenne- 
beck rivers ; where I preached to four dettitute churches ; two 
of the Baptilts, and two of the Congregationalifts ; who cordial- 
ly attended, and gladly received the gofpel. 

The work of God is going on in Reedtield. We have re- 
ceived twenty-feven by baptifm. The work has lately begun, 
and is ftill going on in Mount Vernon. Elder Billings hath 
baptized twenty-eight in Fayette. Livermore hath alfo fhared 
in the unfpeakable blefling. Elder Boardman hath baptized 
more than twenty, chiefly young people. One of them is his 
eldeft daughter, about nine years old. I will only add, that 
Brother Phineas Pilfbury was ordained, the fecond day of this 
month, to the work of the miniltry. 

I conclude, fub{cribing myfelf your brother in the work and 
fellowthip of the gofpel, ISAAC CASE, 




















EXTRACT, &c. 
The following Exirad is taken from the Rev. Fames Reed’s Fournal, 


giving an account of his tour among the Black River fettlemenis. 
He left home about the 20th of September laf, and returned 
about the middle of November following. Mr. Reed preached 
frequently while going and returning, but was not confidered as in 
the fervice of the Society only while be was on what may be termed 
Miffionary ground. 
Ofober 8, * EFT Whitefborough, and rode to. Brother- 
1804. town. Had a comfortable interview with 
fome of the brethren. From thence to Rome and preach- 
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ed on Tuefday evening, to a fmall but attentive affembly. 
Here are a number of baptilt profeffors, and fome Methoditts, 
Wednefday rode to Weilern and preached at a {chool-houfe. 
Here is alio a Baptift church of more than feventy members, 
but no preacher. ‘The brethren however keep up meetings on 
Lord’s-days. I next vifited Leyden, Boon’s upper fettlement, 
intending to preach, but found that Elder J. Hartwell had 
made a previous appointment. I was happy to meet with him 
and hear him preach. I gave a word of exhortation and con- 
cluded by prayer. It was a very comfortable, pleafant featon. 
Next morning parted with brother H. and rode to Turin, and 
preached in the eveying for Elder Parfons. Saturday, October 
13th, rode to Martinfburg, and preached in the evening. Lord’s- 
day preached at the fame place with a good degree of freedom, 
to an attentive audience. Rode to Lowyville, and preached in 
the evening in a ichool-houfe, to a crowded, folemn aflembly, 
from Luke xiv. 23. And the Lord fuid unto the fervant, Go out into 
the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my houfe 
may be filled. Y¥elt my heart engaged in warning finners, and 
was encouraged to hope it would not be a loft opportunity. 
Here are a number of Baptift profeifors, befides a Congregation- 
al Church, confifting of five male, and a number of female 
members, but no ftated preacher. O. 15. Rode to Champion, 
eighteen miles, and preached in the evening, though with fome 
difliculty on the account of hoarfenefs. Here is a Bapuft 
Church of about forty members. Elder Timothy Pool is their 
Minilter. ‘The two following days rode a few miles, but did 
not preach on account of my health. Thurfday, I reached 
Brownviile, on Perch Creck, and preached in the evening ; 
found my ftrength much exhaufted. Here is no Church form- 
ed, but as many as eighteen baptized perions, eight of whom 
were baptized laft fummer. Preached again to them on Friday 
and Saturday. 

Lord’s-day morning rode to the fchool-houfe at Watertown, 

and preached to a pretty full aflembly. It was a good feafon. 
Preached again in the evening ata private houfe. ‘hey mani- 
felted their ” thanks for the vifit. Monday rode to Adams on 
Sandy Creek, and preached. ‘The notice was fhort, but a con- 
fiderable number collected. The feafon was comfortable. 
Here is a Baptift Church confifting of eight males and three fe- 
males, conftituted about a year ago. ‘There are perhaps dou- 
ble that number who have not yet joined. They have no 
Preacher, but keep up meetings on Lord’s-days. 

Tueiday, O&. 23. Rode to Ellifburg, 5 miles, and preached. 
There has been a glorious work of God carried on the patt 
feafon in this place. Sixty-five perfons have been added to this 
Church fince laft March. It was eafy preaching here. I la- 


mented that I could not have flayed longer ; but my previous 
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appointments would not admit. They are deftitute of flated 
preaching. Wednefday rode to Adams again and —e $ 
and the day following to Watertown, where I preached and 
baptized a woman. Saturday I reached Lowville, and on 
Lord’s day preached at the fchool-houte. Was fur prifed to fee 
fo large a colicétion in this wildernefs. Many could not get 
into the houfe. I felt my heart engaged in preaching to them. 
They gave a molt folemn attention, and I cannot but hope that 
good was done ; if fo, not unto me, but to thy great name, O Lord, 
be all the praife. 

Monday, 29th of O&ober, rode to Turin and preached ; and 
on ‘l'uefday to Leyden and preached again. ‘There is a Bap- 
tilt church ia this town, and Elder Clark has lately been ordain- 
ed their minifter. Wednefday, rode to Weftern and preached 
with a good degree of freedom. Next day preached at the 
{chool-houfe in the fame town. Here I met with brother 
Roots, who preached in the evening. My heart was much 
comforted in {ee eing and in hearing him. 

Friday, rode in company with brother R. to Whitefborough, 
and preached in the evening at the Baptilt meeting-houie. 
Saturday, taking leave of my friends, I rode to Tairfield, and 
preached the day following, according to a previous appoint- 
ment. Monday proceeded on my way homewards. Preached 
at Galway and Ballitown on my way to Pownal, where | {pent 
the next Lord’sday. At the meeting-houfe, I-met with a Mr. 
Cole, a Baptift preacher. He was born in Ireland, in the pro- 
vince of Munfter, and educated in the Romith religion. He is 
a man of learning, and had been defigned for a prielt in the 
Papal church. He came over to America, was awakened by 
reading Alline’s alarm to the unconverted; was hopefully 
brought to the knowledge of the truth and to embrace the Pro- 
teltant fyftem. Soon after he became a preacher in the Baptitt 
denomination, and is now a member of the Leyden A ffociation. 
He preached in the morning; I attempted to preach in the af- 
ternoon, and brother Cole again in the evening. He appears 
to be found in fentiment, and much engaged in the caule of 
God. It was a good feafon. - 

Monday, taking leave of my friends in this place, I proceed- 
ed on my journey homewards. ‘The Saturday following, | ar- 
rived in fafety, and found all well. Bie/s the Lord, O my foul, 
and forget not all his benefits. 

I have been abfent 53 days, have rode about 765 miles, and 
have preached 41 times. 
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IT will be recollected, that the Eprrors engaged, by a note 
inferted on the cover of No. 3, lalt page, to correct an account 
publifhed in No. +2, page 40; taken from a letter dated at 
Whiteltown, Auguft 10, 1803, kc. We now give the foillow- 
ing interefting correction. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Afhbel Hofmer, 
dated at Hamilton, county of Chenango, De- 
cember’6, 1804, to the Secretary of the Society. 


REVEREND SiR, 


HEN Elder Roots returned from the eaftward, he put 

into my hands No..2, of the M. B. M. Magazine, in 

which was an extract of‘a letter from Whiteflown, which he 
defired me to correct by writing to you. 

Said letter ftates, that “ the principal characters in Hamilton 

were Deilts.” This is an erroneous ftatement ; and efpecially 

in the fettlement to which that letter refers. There were at 


this time two juftices of the peace, one affiftant judge of court, 


town clerk, deputy fheriff, and feveral military officers of dif- 
tinction, belonging to the Baptift churches ; befides feveral oth- 
er principal characters belonging to other communities. 

There are five {tated meetings kept each Lord’s day in the 
town, and have been for five or fix years. Two Baptift church- 
es, each having ordained Elders. ThreeCongregational church- 
es, two of them have fettled Minifters. I do not think 
there is a town in thefe weltern fettlements more undeferving 
of fuch an imputation. 

But perhaps the matter will be better underftood, by a cor- 
rect ftatement of the next article, which is concerning the Phy- 
fician’s wife, who “ amidtt her bodily pains,” &c. ‘The true 
ftate of the cafe is, that Mrs. Electa Greenly, wife of Dr. Tho- 
mas G. aged about 26 years, was feized with a violent fever, 
partially recovered, and then relapfed again. From that time 
her mind became imprefied, that fhe had not long to continue 
in this world. She was of an amiable difpofition, and as cor- 
recét in her outward deportment, as any Chriltian whatever ; 
but had never publicly profefled religion. : 

From the time of her relapfe, fhe began to converfe with 
creat freedom on her foul’s concern. I vilited her, and found 
her cheerfully looking towards eternity, with a firm hope that 
fhe fhould thortly enjoy reft. I queftioned her as to the reafon of 
her hope; the anfwered not with that clearnefs that I could 
have wilhed, but fo as to give me a comfortable fatisfaction, 
and told me fhe dated her experience when a child. But as 
her difeafe increafed and death approached, her foul gathered 
ftrength, and her tongue difclofed the joys of her heart. 
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‘Her refpeétable perfon; and her heavenly converfation, exci- 
ted perfons of various deferiptions to vifit hers As the drew 
riear her end, fhe called on Chriftian profeffors to come around 
her bed and fing to her. She joined with them in a whifper, 
her voice being principally loft. They fung the nineteenth 
Hymn, firft book, Dr. Watts. It fo animated her, that when 
fhe came to thefe words, ‘* Scarce fhall I feel death’s cold em- 
bracé ;—” &c. to their furprife the lifted up’her voice fo as to 
be diftin@ly heard by all in the room, and coritinued in the fame 
ftrain to the end of the hymn. . | 

The evening fhe expired, and but a few minutes before her 
departure, her hufband obferved her lips in motion ; he liftened. 
and heard her fing (foftly) thefe words; “ Angels, feraphs, 
harps and trumpets, Swell the fweet angelic found.” en 
bidding‘ him farewel, the clofed life without any more ftruggles 
than if going to fleep. °°: | 
~ Col, *#****; refiding near, whofe fentiments where deift- 
ical, and doubting the immortality of the foul, frequently vifited- 
her, and was a fpectator of the folemn fcene. ‘Touched with 
the magnanimity of her fentiments, and her peaceful entrance 
into eternity, he was brought ferioufly to refle& on the danger of 
ipfidelity, and the miferable condition of his own foul. Las 
bouring under exquifité anguifh for a number of days, he was 
brought to truft his foul in the hands of that Redeemer he had 
defpifed. “He made profeflion of -his faith, was baptized and 
added to the church. . 

Soon after the deceafe of Mrs. G. I waited on her hufband, 
and, among other converfation, afked him, If ‘he thought that 
any perfon, fupported only by the principles of nature, could 
difplay' that fuperiority over death that his wife did. He an- 
fwered that it Was not poffible, and that he was convinced that 
fhé ‘believed in religion m her life and in her death. Some days 
after he called at my houfe, and entered into a free converfa- 
tion with me on the fubje@ of his foul concertis. He faid, he 
was rationally convinced, that there muft be fomething in ree 
ligion. That he had been in the habit of difbelieving the Bible. 
He defired me to turn down fome paflages that might con- 
vince him of his error. »1 promifed him that I would attend to 
it and wait upon him again. After he had retired I pondered 
hig-fituation, gad refolyed. to hand him.the Rev. J. Dickinfon’s 
familiar Letters; I waited on him at the time, and handed him 
my book. He immediately fell to reading, arid T retired with- 
out entering into converfation.. After fome ‘days I met: with 
him again, and afked him how my book talked with him. He 
anfwered, Well. But efpecially one letter (alluding to the 
fourth) had taken up his idea of the Bible’s being an after 
game. He _ a moment, and then faid) he that adniits 








A Se eseieee sae eeee 
- = - 


- ” eee ae " 


Wns 





114 Tribute of filial, Resped. 


the truth of that book called the Bible, muft be very. inconGit- 
ent with himfelf, not to be concerned for his foul... 

But his concern. was. peculiarly enhaneed by meeting with an 
acquaintance from: N. York, who fwore by-the name of that 
God whom the Doétor confidered to be great in power. This 
was an awful fcene to him, and he left his company as foon as 
poflible. 

His apprentice who oie with him was a Chriftian profeffor, 
and was with him, when his friend fwore.'. As {oon as they arri- 
ved at home, and had taken care of their horfes, they walked into 
the itreet, and he, entered into a free converfation with his ap- 
prentice on his diftrefled fituation. . Late.in the evening the Dr, 
faid-to him, can you pray for fuch,a wretch as I am?) He 
confented with pleafure, and they dtepped into a fchoolhoufe, 
and he lifted up his foul and voice)for his mafter, in fuch an 
engaged manner, that the neighbours heard them. 

A few days after the Lord .was.pleafed to remove his fears, 
and she began to hope in the mercy of God. He continues a 
firm, believer in the truths of Chriftianity, but has not as yet 


joined himfelf to, any. particular church. 


The laft thing I fhall notice, is concerning the five Elders, Sc. 
The fa& is, Elders ‘Bacon.and Parfons. were ordained min- 
ifters in the feparate or. ftriét Congregational denomination. 
Elder Douglas was once a'member of the fame community, 
but was ordained by the Baptifts. Elder Roots was a licenfed 
preacher of the fanding-order (fo called) but was ordained by 
the Baptifts. My profeflion was with the Baptifts, and my or- 
dination by the fame. 

Thus, Sir, according to Elder Roots? requett, I ewe endea- 
voured to corre¢t,the errors in the Extra@ ; and have written you 
along letter, and leave it to your judgment to make what.ufe 
of it you pleafe... You may rely on the truth of the above, 
from my perfonal. acquaintance with each particular... L re- 
main your unknown and.unworthy fellow labourer in the 
golpel, ins wr ASHBEL HOSMER. 
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Extract of a Letter ‘from’ Rev. S. G. to his Broth: 


er, on receiving Information of the Death of 
their Father, the Rev. J. G. 


My dear Brother, BPS ihe yal Sept. 1, “1804. 


OUR favour of the roth. ult. was; received this morn 
ing,; announcing. ‘the fleep of our dear, refpected and 
truly religious father. When a good man is removed from 
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earth to heaven, there is no room to mourn on His account; for 
he.is taken from the “ evil to come :”’ The fnarés of the world— 
the temptations of Satan—The allurements; flatteries, and frowns 
of the wicked. ‘The troubles incident to life—The feparation 
of friends by death—The pains of body, the fears of death; 
and above all, the fins of the heart are all ended ; forever ended. 
The unceafing health and vigour of the foul—The progreffive 
knowledge of Goo—The fociety of the juft—The company of 
angels—The freedom from fin and perfection of holinefs—And, 
oh! blefled above all, the immediate beatific fight of Fc/us the 
Redeemer, are fome of the joys of the godly, upon entering the 
eternal world ! What a blefled exchange ! What. reafon to fay, 
* Blefled fpirit, we hail you as favoured in the bofom of your 
Gop!” Butalas! for ourfelves, we have reafon to weep.—Are 
thofe ‘feafons of prayer for us ended? Do thofe paternal lips, 
which'blefled us with religious inftrudtion, lie clofed in filence ? 
Does the pious example, which illumined the path and forcibly 
taught us the beauty and utility of religion, ceafe to move be- 
fore us? Is the fage experience of age, which cheered while it in- 
ftructed us, forever fled? Has death, with his iron bolts, locked 
up all intercourfe?—Oh no. Blefled be the gofpel which re- 
veals life and immortality! We are fwiftly following to the 
grave. The “ place, which knows us now, will foon know us 
no more.”-—* Be ye alfo ready.”’ 

Let us be “ followers of them, who through faith and patience 
inherit the promifes.’”’ Let us call before us the examples of for- 
mer days. The affectionate parental advice. The fervent fuppli- 
cations on our behalf.—And then let us join and cry, “ Gop of 
mercy, oh ! anfwer the prayers of our dear departed father, and 
renew usin the temper of ourhearts. Be our Gop as thou haft 
been the Gop of our father.’ Give us grace to do thy will, 
to finifh our courfe with joy, and to meet before thy bleffed 
throne to celebrate thy praife forever.” 

Excufe, dear brother, my freedom. Oh! can it be as tolera- 
ble for ug at the day of judgment, who have been bleffed with 
fuch inftructions, fuch examples, and fuch a father, if we turn 
a deaf ear and harden our hearts, as for thofe who never had 
our. advantages ? May Gop Almighty fanétify this vifitation of 
his hand. May it humble us before Him. May it be folemnly 
imprefled upon our hearts, that “itis appointed for man 
once te die, and after this the judgment.” I pray Gon to en- 
able me,as a profeflor of religion—as a profefled Minifter of 
Chrift—as a dying man—as an afflicted man—as a poor finful 
worm, to examine myfelf, whether I am founded upon the 
Rocx Cxerist. Have I anchored within the veil? Am I fol- 
lowing my dear father, as he followed Chrift? If IT am, come 
my, foul, fhake off thy fears, “and gird the gofpel armour on.” 
Let trials afiail me! Let the winds blow and the floods come, 
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my foul, unfhaken amidft the fhock of conflifting elements, fhall 
fiand ; becaufe Chrift is the foundation rock. But what-an ad- 
ditional reafon have I to double my diligence—to be up and 
doing—to run—to fight—to love and obey the blefled 
Jefus | Heike i 
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Extra from a Narrative of a Miffionary Tour, 
by the Rev. Lemuel Covell, in the year 1803. 


FEW days before I left the Tufcarora Indians, agreea- 

bly to previous arrangement, Elder Hotmes and myfelf 
attended a council with them, at their village; where, after a 
fhort introduction, I delivered them the following Taz«; 
and, by their requeft, left a copy of.it with them. 


Sacuems, Curers, Warriors, and all you of the 
Tufcarora Nation here prefent, attend ! 


Cuitpren— 

1 THANK the Great Spirit above, for the opportunity I 
have had feveral times heretofore, to meet with you at your 
fire-place, to worfhip the Great Spirit, and to converfe about the 
gofpel of Jefus Chrift : and I feel thankful to him that I have 
the opportunity of meeting fo many of you here this day; and 
I pray the Great Spirit to help us, that we may all attend to the 
bufinefs before us with all holy fear, that we may pleafe and 
honour him in all we fay and do. hit 

Children—Now I thank the Great Spirit that he has put it in- 
to your hearts to meet me here this day ; and I thank you, 
Children, that fo many, of you have been fo kind as to come to 
this place to meet me at this time. 

Children—I will now {peak a few words in your.ears, to let 
you know the reafon of. my coming to vifit you at.your fires 

ace. 

My Brothers—The minifters that fent me into this country, 
are united in the fame good caufe with your good fathers and 


kind friends, the New-York Miffionary Society—they are all of | 


them friends to you, and to all the nations of your colour ; and 
feel a defire to open your eyes to fee, and your ears to hear, 
the good word of the gofpel, fo that. you and your children may 
receive it with all your heart, and that it may make you wife 
and happy in this world, and happy after death. 

Children —You mut know that your fathers, the minifters that 
fent me here, defire the happinefs of men of all colours.and lan- 
guages; and that they pray the Great Spirit above, to open 
your hearts, and the hearts of all your nations, to receive the 
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gofpel; and we were very glad to hear that you had made a 
éovenant with our brothers, the Miffionary Society of New-York, 
to liften to the good words they have repeatedly {pokes to you ; 
and it made us very glad to hear that you had fo far fhewed 
your good-will towards them, that you had received our good 
Brother Houmes, when they fent him to you'to inftrué you and 
your children in the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, and to teach you the 
will of the Great Spirit. vs 

_- Children—Now this is the reafon that our brothers, the min- 
iNters who fent me and my brother into this country to preach 
to thé white people, directed us to come and vifit you, at your 
fire-place, and to fee how far you had gone in the good path, 
and to hear you fpeak your minds about the gofpel of Jefus 
Chrift, fo that we can tell them, when we return to their fire- 
place, what fituation you are in, fo that they may know what 
to do hereafter. 

Children—Therefore I have come with Father Houmes fever- 
al times to your fire-place.' I have feen the good attention you 
give to what he fays to you from time to time. I have heard 
the good words you have fpoken to him and me when we were 
with you—lI have heard you fing praifes to the Great Spirit—I 
have heard you thank the Great Spirit for fending miflionaries 
to preach the gofpel to you—and I have heard you fay that you 
intend to go on as faft as you can, and that you defire to be led 
into all truth, fo that you and your children may lay hold of 
all the good things that are fpoken to you in the holy book, and 
hold them faft to the lateft generations. 

And now, Children—I have a few things to fay to you. TI 
thank you for your kindnefs to Father Hormes—I thank you 
that you believe him to be your friend, and that you are friend: 
ly to him—He zs your friend, and a friend to afl the people of 
your colour, and defires to do you all the good he can—He de4 
fires that all your nations may receive tle gofpel, fo that you 
may be wife and happy: and I thank you that you are kind to 
Mother Homes, and that you are pleafed with her, and behave 
well towards her. I hope you will remember that your Fath- 
et Houimes has come a great way to preach the gofpel to you ; 
and that he has taken a great deal of pains to aflift you, fo that 
you now have a good houfe built, to meet in to worfhip the 
Great Spirit, to hear the gofpel preached to you; and for your 
ehildren to meet in, to learn to read, and fing praifes to the 
Great Spirit, and to learn all good things. 

Children—Look on Father Hoimes! He is old, and muft 
foon leave you, and go the way that all our fathers have gone. 
Then you will never more hear him {peak to you about the will 
of the Great Spirit, nor about thofe good things that will make 
you wife and happy. Then you will need fome one to inftru@ 
you as he has done. Now, Children-—If you are kind to him 
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and Mother Hotmes; and if you open your ears and liften te 
the good things that he takes fo much pains to teach you, and 
receive them with all your heart, then. your good friends and 
fathers, the Miffionary Society, and the, minilters that have fent 
me to vifit you, will feel more encouraged in their hearts,.and 
their hands made more ftrong ;_ and they will fend more miffion- 
aries to preach to you the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, and lead you 
further in the knowledge of all thofe good things, which will 
be for your happinefs, both in this world and after death. | But 
if you and your children are not kind to Father Houmes and 
Mother Homes, and if you do not liften to the good, words 
which he fpeaks to you, then their hearts will fink, their heads 
will hang-down, their hands will fall and be very weak, and 
the tears will run down their cheeks! Then they will be afraid 
to fend any more miflionaries ; and miflionaries will be afraid 
to come among you. 

Children—Now 1 am pleafed to fee that: you give good atten- 
tion when you meet to worfhip the Great Spirit, and to hear 
the gofpel preached—lL am pleafed to fee that your young men 
give good attention, and behave civilly—-It makes me very 
glad, and makes my hands feel frong, to fee how kind the Sach- 
ems and Chiefs are, in keeping good regulations among their 
people, and for the kind words they have faid to me when I 
have been with you heretofore. bevse 

I am pleafed to hear you fing praifes to the Great Spirit—I 
am pleafed that you are thankful to the Great Spirit above, for 
fending mifflionaries among you—-I am well pleafed that you 
have faid to me, that you intend to go on as faft as you can in 
the good path; and that you defire to be led into all truth, f 
that you and your children may lay hold of all the good things 
that are fpoken to you in the holy book, and hold them faft to 
the end of your life. 

Now I will fay one thing more to.-you. I was pleafed when 
I was with you laft Lord’s-Day, to fee that you remember to 
obferve the holy Sabbath—you were all peaceable on that day 
—your old men and your young men were all ftill and quiet, 
and there was no playing balls, nor any other dilorderly beha- 
viour to make difturbance. Now this makes me very glad, 
that you have gone fo far in obeying the gofpel, that you all 
behaved well on that day. | 

Children—The ear belongs to the great Gop aboye! He 
made it for himfelf: and He made the firft man and the firft 
woman; and all men, of every. colour and language, came 
from them, and therefore are all brothers. Now the Great 
Spirit commanded the firft man and woman to cultivate the 
foil, and fubdue its. wild nature, fo that .it might become tame, 
and bring forth food, and all good things for the ufe of man, 
fo that they may be comfortable and happy ; and that they may 
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flourith.and grow up. like tall trees, and have. many. branches. 
For this reafon it is the duty of all men to be induttrious, and 
to, work at fome calling or bufinefs that will help to /wbdue the 
earth, and make it fruitful; and the.gofpel. of Jefus.Chrift re- 
quires them fo todo: and you may fee, if you will hook around 
among white people, how,much, more comfort, and how. many 
more good things thofe, enjoy, who obey the command of the 
great,God, in thefe things, than thofe do who live in idlenefs or 
by hunting. Now | hope you will be willing to be induitrious, 
and. to be honeft and fober, and to take the greater part of the 
burthen of cultivating the foil upon yourfelves, inftead of leaving 
it,upon your. women, that you may abundantly profper, and 
haye abundance of all-good.things ; and I am very glad to fee 
that .you have begun io to do. If you go on as you have. be- 
gun, you will foon be a wife and happy. people. --. | , 

Children—\ expect your fathers and brothers, the minifters 
who.fent me:to vifit_you, will make their necks long. before L 
return to our fire-place, wifhing to hear what I have feen and 
heard among you. . isnekor 

Now, Children—I expeé& foon to bid you farewel, and return 
home, and tell the good news of what I have feen among you, 
to all thofe good white people who pray for the happinefs.of In- 
dians, and. to let them know the,good words you have {poken to 
me. , Therefore, 1 wilh, to leaye..with you what. I have faid to 
you this day, fo that you may read it often,:and that you and 
bered tothe, late{/t generations, that I am your friend and broth- 
er, and that thofe who fent me are friends, and brothers. to you, 
and with your liappinefs, both in this world and after death. 

, Sacuams and Curses !—-You are the fathers,of this nation, I 
hopé you will be faithful to,watch over them all for their good, 
and fee that they obey the gofpel. of Jefus Chrift: and I pray 
the inst Spirit that. you, may live long to be a blefling to this 
PCOpie- | ti | , 
, Warriogs!—I befeech you to. hearken,-to the advice and 
countel.of the Sachems and Chiefs, and be obedient to them in 
all good things, as to the fathers of your..nation; for fo the 
golpel: requires you to do... in © soe tpi wae veh oi 

You that are Hugsanns,!——Remember that,the,holy Bible re- 
quires,all that have wives,to, love them, and,not, be cruel to 
them; but to do them good, and provide things for their com- 
fort and bappinefs.: ng ot ow Me wee a 
and thofe of you that.are Wires (That holy book commands 
thofe women that have hufbands, to love them,,and be. kind to 
them, and help them take: care, of their children, and:-keep them 
clean. and wholefome, aa teach them to love: and obey. the 
Great Spire): {yoni sist Swe ow Vole au ar Beow & 
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You that are Litrre Caivran ~The gofpel of Jefus Chrift 
teaches little children to obey théir’ parents in all things. 
Thereforé, I befeech you to be good children, obey your par- 
ents, and hearken to what old people fay to you, that you may 
be wife and happy. 

Now I pray: that the Spirit of all love anid peace may dwell 
in all your hearts, and make you love Jefus Chrift and one an- 
other, and all min, and live in peace and quietnefs among your- 
felves ; and that after death we may all meét together in that 
world of joy, where all thofe, of every nation and colour, that 
have obeyed the gofpel of Jefus Chrift here on earth, will unite 
and forever continue together with holy angels, to fing praifes 
to the Father, Son and Holy Ghoft, who make but one Goo. 
Amen. LEMUEL COVELL. 


Tufcarora Vi illage, 04. 29; 1803. 


On the Monday-after the delivery of the foregoing Speech, I 
received the following Talk from ‘the Sachems, in behalf, and 
in the prefence of the nation ; which they requefted me to pre- 
fent to the Shaftibary Aflociation. 


Fathers and Brothers: f bhi 

WE are very happy to meet you hive this day, ‘ind that we are 
‘well and in health. As many of us as are here, have met to let 
you know our minds, and what we have to fay. I thank the 
good peoplé, the minifters, that they have fent miffiotiaties to 
vifit our fire-place—to preach the gofpel—the will of the Great 
Spirit, to us. Our whole nation thanks the minifters for their 

ood will to our nation. "" 

We hope the’ Great Spirit may proved you fafe on your jour- 
ney home—that you may find ‘all at’your fire-place well. We 
pray thatthe Great Spirit may’ profper your labours. 

I fay to the good people, that when they fee our miftakes or 
errors, that they will not think hard of us, becaufe we meet with 
a great many difficulties in the way. We flowly go om to get 
acquainted about the Great Spirie—for, we think we are firm in 
taking hold of the potpel, is 

We fay now, all we chiefs of our nation, we operas the 
good people will riot be diféouraged about us becaufe other na- 
tions of our colour do not receive’ ‘the’ gofpel 5 for we are fare 


‘that we wifh to be inftruéed, | 


We are chiefs—we do all we can to et Ganite our vem men 


‘and our childrento be taught in the good way—that they may 
‘become acquainted with thé gefpel, to the lateft generation. 


Secind Sachem.—-1'am very much pleafed, ‘and thank-the min- 


ifters of the'Shafifbury Afociation; who fent yvra to us to preach the 
good word to us, which we have felt in our hearts °°." '* 
Firft Sachem.—I fend word to my nephew, Greore g, that he 
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would not be uneafy about us—we have put off drinking fpirit- 
uous liquor—we feel happy to live a fober life—I wifh that he 
would keep from liquor, and not tafte one drop, fo that he may 
be fober. 
You may know by this, that I am glad always to fee minifters, 
and hear their good words. 7 
SACARESA, * Firf Sachem. 
WILLIAM XK PRINTUP, Second Sachem. 
O&ober 31, 1803. 


We, the fubfcribers, certify, that the foregoing Speech was 
delivered by the above-named Sachems, to the Rev. Liamuet 
Covet, word for word, as near as could be tranflated. 

Witnefs our hands, 

NICHOLAS COSICK, Liietiies 
JOHN % MOUNTPLEASANT, § °77)7¢#7rs- 


I hereby certify, that I wrote down the above Speech, as de- 
livered to me by the above interpreters. 


ELKANAH HOLMES, 








Mifcellaneous Remarks on the Miflionaries, &c. by 
a worthy Minitter in the State of New-York, to 
his Friend in Botton. 


Very dear Sir, 
HE torrent muft bear down upon you a little longer! Be 
patient, it will be the fooner over for its velocity. 

I was at Troy yelterday ; called at Brother Webb’s and took 

a bundle of your Magazines. I arrived home about nine in 
the evening, much fatigued by riding in a very uncomfortable 
form ; but knowing, Fay palt experience, that I could not 
fleep with Miflionary intelligence in the houfe unread, I fat 
down and read Nos. 2 and 3, (having previoufly read No. 1) 
before I went to bed. I think if you do not mean to increafe 
my anxiety of foul, you will not fend me any more fuch in- 
formation ; and yet if you do not fend as often as poflible, you 
will greatly abridge my happinefs. So you fee the dilemma 
you are in.—The peruial of your Magazines has fet my foul 
on fire afrefh. How eafily could my imagination keep pace 
with my beloved brethren, the miffionaries, in their letters to 
your Society. With what painful delight could I fee the ven- 
erable ****, with rather a bluftering tone of voice, yet with 
ideas of vaft importance, addretling the inhabitants of the new- 
ly fettled wildernefs, and fummoning every human paflion to 
the bar of truth ; and at the fame time pouring the oil of glad- 
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nefs into the wounded foul. His attentive hearers, fometimes 
fmiling at his fingularities, and fometimes melting into foftnefs 
under the pathos of his addreffes ; but in the end folemnly im- 
prefled with eternal realities. 

With what Aeart-felt pleafure could I fee the dear Mr. ****, 
in all the dignity of folemn reafoning, with a ftrain of language 
(if not addreffed ;to the paffions) addrefling, with irrefiftible 
force, the wre eee of his auditors, and recommending to 
them the importance of religion—his hearers retiring with tar- 
dy ftep, from the place of inftruétion, (not with their paffions 
afloat, but) with his ideas imprinted on their memories, believ- 
ing that heaven and hell are folemn realities. How could I fee 
him, by the firefide, in his eafy familiar way introducing relig- 
ious converfation, and founding the minds of the dear youth 
and children’ on thofe awful ideas that are connected with 


.another world! Oh! how I love the dear man! While I am 


attending to Brother **** let me view the dear partner of his 
bofom, abandoning the fweets of domeftic eafe to accompany 
her honoured hufband over rugged fteeps and pathlefs deferts, 
to footh and cheer up his too hypochondriacal fpirits (God 
knows I know how to fympathize with him in this) while he is 
engaged in fpreading the precious favour of a Redeemer’s 
name through the deltitute fettlements of Maine, New-Hamp- 
fhire, Vermont, &c. &c. You may eafily conceive what fort of 
a reader Iam; my fancy brings every thing home, where I 
feel interefted. When I read, I weep; in fhort, my eyes are 
fo full now I can fearcely fee my pen. O! let the example of 
the worthy Mrs. **** roufe the hearts of all the fair difci- 
ples of Jefus to a noble emulation, and though it is not expett- 
ed that, like her, they will all turn heroines in the Miflionary 
bufinefs, yet let them be willing to caft in their two mites into 
the treafury of the Lord’s houfe. I am perfuaded they will. 
When I turn my attention to the majeltic ****, I can eafily 
figure to myfelf the indefatigable hero, braving all oppofition, 
and perfevering through every difcouraging {cene that awaits 
his journey ; fummoning the attention of the diffolute and pro- 
fane to the awful truths of revelation. I can paint him in 
ftrains of heroic, as well as pungent argument, laying open te 
them their awful fituation ; the infinite propriety of the divine 
government ; the criminality of fin, and the neceflity of a Sa- 
viour. I can view his aftonifhed audience fmitten to the heart 
with the awful folemnity with which thofe eternal truths are fet 
before them, and viewing themfelves on the verge of eternal 
ruin. (I faw a man in Upper Canada, who told me, that he 
attended an evening lecture of Elder ****’s, and that he verily 
thought he fhould fink to hell before he reached home; but it 
pleafed God to fhow him mercy through a Redeemer, fome 
time after.) This magnanimous hero in the holy war ftands 
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with his ufual afflurance before me as I read. Do, not: think 
me delirious, my brother! I am doing but feeble Miftice to the 
charaéters I am depicting. Oh! that I could-have the privi- 
lege, when they go out to battle, to be a earer to fome 
of them ! 

Of the other characters introduced in your Magazines I can 
form no ideas but from their writings, and what is related of 
them: but I cannot help loving them as brethren, from what L 
read of, and from them. May the Lord of the harveft fend 
forth many faithful labourers! ‘The work is glorious, the 
profpect encouraging,.and the reward infinite. 

The Miffionaries’ addrefs to the Hindoos, in No. 1, is truly 
interefting. Oh! that the poor creatures may. be enabled 
through the all atoning-blood of the Lamb of Gad to renounce 
their idolatry, and cleave unto the Lord with purpofe of hear. 

The two letters from a young lady under trials, No. 1, are 
peculiarly interefting, and I think highly deferving a place in 
your work: may her piety be imitated by many, very many of 
her fex ! 

The letter from a young lady, No. 2, enclofing a bill, ought 
to be engraved in capitals over every covetous profeffor’s door, 
and her liberality portrayed continually before his imagina- 
tion, till his niggardly foul is fhamed into his duty; his gri- 
ping fift unclenched ; his adamantine heart melted, and his con- 
tracted purfe’s mouth expanded. 

I fhould never get through, were I to make all the remarks 
that occur to my mind at one reading of your Magazines ; but 
I will fay this for the whole, the perufal of them has brought 
to my mind the beautiful fimile of the royal preacher, “ As 
eold water to a thirfly foul, fo ts good news from a far country.” 
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Extract from a letter written by the Rev. D. Mer- 
rill, to the Rev. E. W. after he had changed 
his fentiments with regard to baptifm. 


Dear Brotuer, Dated Sedgwick, Nov. 16, 1804. 


M* fentiments with refpe& to the mode and fubje&s of 
baptifm are fomewhat changed fince I faw you. I 
have within four weeks.preached feven fermons, on the mode 
and fubjeéts, which will probably be fent to the prefs within a 
few months.— My prefent expectation is, that we fhall, 
fhould the Lord be on our fide, with to be baptized, and formed 
into a regular Baptift church. Will you come and help us, 
fhould we fend as is contemplated ? Dr. Baldwin will no doubt 
be alfo folicited. When matters fhall have ripened a little fur- 
her I expec to write him. 
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Should I not fee differently from what I can with my prefent 
light, I fhall think and believe the Baptift’s fide the Lord’s fide, 
and am determined to go over to their help. 

I have taken my life in my hand, and been fighting againft 
the errors into which I now believe my people have been lead, 
and ftrengthened by my means. This controverfy is of the 
Lord, and through his remarkable kindnefs hath gone forward 
as it becomes Chriftians to contend. Not one angry word ut- 
tered on either fide, and now a majority of the church, fo far 
as I can difcover, in fentiment with the Baptifts. But a hard 
ftruggle we have had in our own bofoms. For myfelf, I was 
fhut up to the faith. I was obliged to be with the Baptifts, or 
no where. This was a trying fate for a while. But, bleffed 
be the Lord, I am relieved for the prefent. Truth opens with 
fatisfaction ; but I can only give you a faint view of the bufi- 
nefs. Pray for us, that God the Lord will lead us, and defend 
us ; and that in the {pring we may be /ike a flock of /heep coming 
up from the wa/bing. 


——p ¢)- a 


Account of the Baptift Church lately conftituted 
at Sedgwick. (Di/ridt of Maine.) 
S much intereft has been excited in the public mind, by 
the unufual change which has taken place in the religi- 
ous fentiments of the people of Sedgwick, we give the following 
hafty fketch. 

The Rev. Daniel Merrill graduated at Dartmouth College, 
1789, was ordained over the Congregational Church, in Sedg- 
wick, in September, 1793- His labours have been very much 
bleffed among his people, who have experienced feveral pre- 
cious feafons of revival under his miniltry, particularly in the 
years 1798, and 1801. 

Several circumftances occurred to, lead’ Mr. Merrill in the 
courfe of the laft year to review, with more critical attention, 
the grounds on which he had prattifed infant baptifm. The.re- 
fult of his inquiries may be learned from his Seven Sermons on 
baptifm, lately publifhed ; and from the following account of 
his baptifm, &c. | 
' Ata meeting of the church (or covenanted brethren) Feb. 
28, 1805, they voted unanimoufly to fend for a council of Bap- 
tift minilters to come and affift them in the following particu- 
Jars, viz. 1ft. To adminifter Chriftidan baptifm to them ; 2d. To 
¢on{titute them into a Church upon the primitive Baptift plat- 
form ; 3d. T’o fet over them in the Lord, the Rev. Daniel Mer- 
rill, to be their minifter. 

Agreeably to their requeft Meffrs. Pitman, of Providence, 
Baldwin, of Bofton, and Williams, of Beverly, accompanied by 
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a number of brethren, took pailage at Salem, at 8 o’clock 
on Thurfday evening the 9th of May inftant, and arrived at 
Sedgwick the Saturday following at one, P. M. 

About two or three hours after their arrival,avery thick heavy 
fog came on, attended with thunder, lightning, and rain. But 
through Divine goodnefs they were now fafe among their 
friends. Lord’s-day, the rain and fog fill continued. At halt 
paft 10 o’clock, Mr. Pitman preached from Aéts v. 20. Go 
fland and {peak in the temple to the people, all the words of this life. 
After an intermithon of half an hour, Mr. Baldwin preached 
from 1 Cor. iii. 9. Ye are God’s building. After another inter- 
miflion of a few minutes, Mr. Williams addrefled the people 
again, from Prov. xxv. 25. As cold water to a thirfly foul, fo is good 
news froma far country. At 6, Mr. Baldwin preached again, 
trom Sol. Song, i. 8. Tf thou know not, O thou faire? among women, 
go thy way forth by the footfleps of the flock, and feed thy kids be ficke 
the Shepherd’s tents. 

Monday morning, May 12th, ftill cloudy. But at noon the 
fun broke forth and diflipated the clouds and fog. At 2, P. M. 
the council formed, and then adjourned until the next day. 
At 3, aflembled in the meeting-houfe, and Mr. Williams preach- 
ed to the people, from John xiv. 21. He that hath my command- 
ments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me, &c. After which 
proceeded to an examination of the candidates for baptifm, un- 
til the day was fpent. 

Tuefday 13th, examined a number more candidates. At 
half pat 10, Mr. Wiiliams preached particularly on the inflity- 
tion, from A@s ii. 41. Then they that gladly received bis word 
avere baptized. immediately after we repaired to the water’s 
fide. ‘The place fixed upon for the adminittration of this folemn 
ordinance was in the tide waters of Benjamin’s River, about 
one mile from the fea. A more beautiful er convenient place is 
{earcely to be imagined. The land adjoining was fufficiently 
elevated to accommodate ipectators with the beft poflible 
profpect ; and yet floping fo gently to the margin of the river, 
that thofe at the fartheft diltance might fee as plainly as thofe 
who ftood nighett. 

As foon as the people were affembled at the water’s fide, 
folemn prayer was offered up to that God whofe ordinance we 
were going to attend. A profound filence reigned through the 
aifembly, when Mr. Baldwin took Mr. Merrill by the hand, and 
walking flowly into the water, repeated thefe words, and they 
avent down both into the water—both Philip and the E-unuch, and he 
baptized him. When they had gotten to a fuitable depth the 
ordinance was performed, The dear man, rifing from the wa- 
tery grave with a very pleafant fmiling countenance, could not 
refrain exprefling the heart-felt futisfaction which he enjoyed 
jn this act of obedience. As they afeended out of the water, 
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Mr. Williams went down with Mrs. Merrill, repeating thefe 
words, and they were both righteous before God, walking in all the 
commandments and ordinances of the Lord blamele/s. In this way 
the baptizing was conduéted, until all the candidates: prefent 
were baptized. Here we beheld fixty-fix perfons buried in bap- 
tifm by thefe two adminiftrators, in forty-two minutes! The 
eandidates, both females as well as males, defcended into the 
water with the greateft calmnefs imaginable ; and in general 
they came out of it rejoicing in fuch a manner as we have fel- 
dom feen. Numbers of them could not refrain giving glory 
to God our Saviour, who by his own example marked: out this 
humble, blefled way. The {pectators behaved with the utmoit 
propriety. They were not only folemn, but many of them 
were in tears. In fhort,a heart muft be adamant not to foften 
at fuch a moving fcene. The fervice was concluded.by pray- 
er and finging. ; y 

Ats o'clock the people affembled again at the meeting-houfe, 
and Mr. Pitman preached to them from John xii. 26. Jf any 
man ferve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there fhall alfa 
my fervant be: if any man ferve me, him will my Father honour. 

Wednefday morning the Council met and arranged the bu- 
finefs of the afternoon. ‘Then examined and baptized nineteen 
candidates more, in the fame place and manner, as defcribed 
above. At1 o’clock aflembled again in the meeting-houfe ; 
when the baptized members, having as we hope, firft given 
themfelves to the Lord, now gave themfelves to one another by 
the will of God. After thus covenanting with each other, the 
Rev. Mr. Cafe by the appointment of the Council addrefled 
them in a few words, and gave the right hand to them, in to- 
ken of our fellowfhip with them as a lilier church of Chrift ; 
and by folemn prayer, commended them to God and the word of his 
grace, which is able to build them up and give them an inheritance a- 
mong all them that are fandified. 

The Council immediately proceeded to ordain Mr. Merrill 
over them. 

Mr. Baldwin introduced the folemnity by prayer ; and then 
addrefled the people in a well adapted, and very impreflive 
difcourfe, founded on part of the 3d verfe of the epiitle of Jude : 
Earnefily contend for the faith once delivered to the faints. 

The ordaining prayer was made by the Rev. Elifha Snow, 
of Thomatftown ; the charge, by Rev. Abraham Cummings of 
Vinal-Haven ; the right hand of fellowfhip, by the Rev. Elitha 
Williams of Beverly ; and the concluding prayer, by the Rev. 
John Pitman of Providence. 

The 48th Pialm, 2d part, 144th Hymn, 2d book, and 132d 
Pfalm, C. M. together with an Anthem, were fung. The ute 
molt decency and good order prevailed during the whole. 
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Such a combination of interefling circumftances rendered 
the whole fcene peculiarly folemn and affefting. As the part- 
ing hour drew near, divine love feemed to fpread her banquet, 
and every humble foul partook as a willing guelt. If our hearts 
did not deceive us, we enjoyed the facred ple:.‘ures of brother- 
ly love and unity. 

«« What streams of love from Christ the spring 
Descend to every soul ; 

When heavenly peace, with balmy wing, 
Shades and bedews the whole.” 

Almoft at the inftant that our work was done, a veffel from 
Machias, belonging to Sedgwick and bound to Bofton, anchor- 
ed off the town. Hence on Thurfday morning, we took an af- 
fectionate leave of each other ; reflecting that | we might nev- 
er more meet nor fee each other’s faces again on the fhores of 
time. It is believed, that the feelings of many were not very 
diffimilar to thofe m: anifelted towards Paul, by the brethren of 
Ephefus, when they accompanied him to the foip. At Qy we got 
under fail ; and the wind being fair we arrived the next day at 
Bolton before fun-fet. Thus by the good hand of God upon 
us, we have been enabled in about nine days, to travel the dif- 
tance of more than 80 leagues, and perform the important bu- 
finefs of our appointment. 

“« How few, with pious care, record 
These wond’rous dealings of the Lord ; 


But wise observers still shall find, 
The Lord is holy, just and kind.” 


—w 3 ee 


OBITUARY. 


N Jan. 31, were interred, with every mark of refpeét, the 

remains of the Rev. Hezexian Smitru, D. D. Paftor 

ef the Baptift Church in Haverhill, and one of the Fellows of 
Brown Univerfity in the ftate of Rhode Ifland. 

At 2 o’clock, the Corps was removed into the Meeting houfe, 
when the Rev. Dr. Stillman, in a judicious and well adapted 
difcourfe, founded on Acts. xiii. 36, addrefled a very crowded 
and deeply affected audience. After the public fervices, the bo- 
dy, preceded by the Merrimack Humane Society, Fire Society, 
&c. and followed by the mourners, neighbouring Clergy, and a 
numerous proceflion of citizens, was conveyed to the ftill cham- 
bers of the dead. 

This amiable man was born on Long Ifland, ftate. of New- 
York, April 21, 1737. He wasa happy inftance of early piety, 
as appears by his making a public profeflion of religion before 
he was 19 years of age. He was a graduate at Princetown 
College, at which Univerfity he took his Mafter’s degree in 1765. 
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The year preceding this he vifited New-England, arid preached 
in various places, and among Chriftians of different denomina- 
tions to general acceptance. 

His labours having been peculiarly bleffed to many in the 
town of Haverhi!?, a Baptift Church was formed in 1765, and 
Mr. Smith invited to take the paftoral charge. Yielding to 
their folicitations he was inftalled Nov. 12, 1766. He contin- 
ued in the fuccefsful difcharge of his paftoral duties, until the 
commencement of the American revolution.—Though engaged 
in this facred office, he did not relinquifh his rights as a citizen. 
He faw with deep concern the freedom of his country invaded, 
and felt too fenfibly interefted to remain a filent {pectator. 
Therefore, while the ftorm was increafing, and the fate of his 
country hung in awful fufpenfe, his patriotic ardor compelled 
him to take a decided part. Accordingly, in 1776, he accepted 
an appointment from Congrefs, as a Chaplain in the army of 
the United States, in which fervice he continued until honoura” 
bly difcharged in 1780. Such was his exemplary, dignified be- 
haviour, during his. refidence in the army, 4s to gain him the 
highett confidence and elteem of the officers, as well as the moft 
affectionate regards of the men. Often did he expofe his own 
life to danger in the time of battle, whilft encouraging and ani- 
mating the foldiers, and in foothing the forrows of the wounded 
and the dying. Having finifhed the term of his engagement in 
the army, he returned to his beloved flock, and refumed again 
his paftoral funétions. 

As a preacher, Dr. Smith* was equalled by few. His fub- 
jects were well chofen, and always evangelic. His voice was 
itrong and commanding, and his manner folemn and impreflive. 
In the endearing relations of hufband, father, paftor, friend, he 
was faithful and molt tenderly affeCticnate. He delighted i in 
alleviating diftrefs, and in making all around him happy. 

In the death of this good man fcience has loft a moit zealous 
friend and patron. His unwearied éxertions for the promotion 
of literature, as well as his perfonal donations, are well known, 
and will long be remembered. 

His family and flock moft fenfibly feel his lofs, as do his 
brethren in the miniftry ; whilft the town at large, many in the 
vicinity, and a numerous circle of acquaintance, all mingle their 
fympathizing tears. 

Bleffed are the dead who die in the Lord, from henceforth :—yea, 
faith the Spirit, that they may reft from their labours, and their works 
do follow them. 


* A Doctor’s degree was conferred on him by the Fellowship of 
Brown University in 1797. 
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